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Druids had charge of the forest trees which
the  Greek deva - worshippers  personified  as
cZrs/ads just as they transformed the fruitful
earth  to  Demeter  or  Mother  Earth.     The
poetry of Nature appealed no less to the fancy
of the Celts who looked on woods and lakes
as instinct with life and feeling.    Giant-oaks
were felled, yet not wantonly, but in order
that the Druids who were masters of their
craft might join the mighty trunks to pontoon-
bridges.    If the dwellers on the other shore
did  not  let the  Gaels  pass,  exciting frays
took place on the holms or in the shallows.
The Druids were skilled leeches  as well  as
expert builders.    They worshipped Brigit, the
patroness of learning, who  revealed  to her
votaries the lore of healing herbs and starry
skies.    Originally,   the  cult  of the  goddess
was symbolic of Nature's awakening from her
long winter sleep.    When the young blossoms
burst into fairy bloom, and the hedges ring
with music, and the glad heart of man breaks
out in holier song, the Irish peasantry offered
the   first   ovine   milk for  a thanksoffering.
Oimelc  or  St  Brigit's  Day was the Spring
Festival of Erin.

The Pontiffs who appointed the hours for
halting and wandering, rose to the dignity of